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MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


The fifteenth annual meeting of the Min- 
nesota Library Association will be devoted 
to the consideration of library development 
in Minnesota. 

The Minnesota Association has come into 
the knowledge that no longer will the gen- 
eral sessions meet the needs of the various 
phases of library work in the state, wherefor 
section meetings have been arranged that 
the problems peculiar to each line of work 
may have the thoughtful consideration of the 
men and women whose experience has been 
gained in these special fields. 

All of the meetings will be held in the 
Senate Committee rooms, New Capitol. 

On Wednesday evening the Capitol will be 
illuminated, and at 7:30 the address of wel- 
come given by Governor Johnson; the re- 
sponse by the Vice-President of the M. L. 
A., Mrs. F. C. Conner, of Austin. Miss Lettie 


M. Crafts, University of Minnesota, gives 
her President’s address followed by Mr. 
Frank M. Hutchins of Madison, Wisconsin, 
the guest of honor, who is known as the 
Pioneer promoter of library extension in the 
West. Mr. Hutchins is now giving his whole- 
to University extension 


souled interest 








through the University of Wisconsin as for 
years he gave this same energy to library 
extension through the Wisconsin Library 
Commission, of which he was the first secre- 
tary until failing health made him resign its 
strenuous duties. 

An informal reception will close the first 
session of the series. 


Trustees’ Section. 


On Thursday morning at nine o’clock, the 
Trustees’ Section will be called to order by 
the chairman, Mr, W. D. Willard, of Mankato. 
The following program will be given: 

Duties of library directors, W. H. Putnam, 
Red Wing. 

Reading of the trustee, W. L. Lamb, Fair- 
mont. 

Trustees and the details of the library, 
Rev. F. M. Garland, Sauk Center. 

Mr. Willard in his letter to Library Trus- 
tees makes this pertinent statement, “At the 
Austin meeting of the State Library Asso- 
ciation, it was the opinion of the trustees 
present that a separate section should be 
given to the discussion of matters that were 
of particular interest to trustees. The belief 
was expressed that the library was not mere- 
ly a storehouse for books, but should be an 
active, aggressive agent in the education of 
the community. To make it efficient along 
this line it is necessary that not only the li- 
brarian should be educated and competent, 
but that the library board should have a 
proper conception of the field to be covered 
and the methods to be used in the work.” 


Traveling Library Section. 


At the same time as the Trustees’ Section, 
the Traveling Library Section will be called 








to order by the chairman, Mrs. K, M. Jacob- 
son, Librarian Public Library Commission. 

Miss Margaret J. Evans, Chairman of the 
Minnesota Commission, will speak of The 
effect of reading—or the lack of it—upon the 
growing mind, and hence the economic value 
to the state of a public library commission. 
In 1899, Miss Evans was appointed to the 
Library Commission by Governor Lind in 
recognition of her influence in educational 
and club work in Minnesota. Through her 
position and experience, Miss Evans is the 
master of her theme and her audience will 
listen to an address scholarly, interesting, 
and inspiring. 

Washington County, which conducts its 
own traveling library system through the 
Stillwater library, will contribute a paper 
from the people’s point of view entitled Why 
it pays Washington County to conduct a 
system of county extension. This theme 
is to be handled by Judge J. C. Neth- 
away, the county attorney, who was 
instrumental in introducing this broader 
line of library extension into the county. 

Miss Katherine I. MacDonald, of Madison, 
Wisconsin, editor of the A. L. A. Book-list, 
will speak on The principles that govern trav- 
eling library book-selection from the stand- 
point of commissions. All the librarians 
of public libraries will know of Miss Mac- 
Donald through the A. L. A. Book-list and will 
be glad of this opportunity to meet its edi- 
tor. All traveling library people will know 
she understands this most difficult problem 
of all book-selection because since 1901 she 
has been assistant secretary of the Wisconsin 
Commission, in special charge of the book- 
selection of the traveling library. Miss Mac- 
Donald has just retired from commission 
work and the management of the traveling 
library department, to devote her undivided 
time to the Book-list, Miss L. E. Stearns, who 
has been Traveling Library Visitor of the 
Wisconsin Commission, now assuming sole 
charge of the traveling library department. 

Steele County through the Owatonna libra- 
ry was the first county in Minnesota to take 
up county extension. Therefore it is most 
fitting that this county responds to Miss Mac- 
Donald’s theme with What we of Steele 
County want in our traveling libraries. Dr. 
J. H. Adair will tell of their experience 
which will be most valuable as Owatonna 
has the largest book fund in the State. 
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Miss Margaret Brown, Librarian of the 
Iowa Commission, has been abroad several 
months and is now on the sea en route for 
home.. It is hoped that she will be able to 
speak on The business essentials of a state 
system of traveling libraries as we Com. 
mission people see it. 

Mrs. C. L. Bates, of Benson, will give the 
response and final paper, An ideal traveling 
library association in the eyes of the patron. 

The generous action of the last legislature 
in appropriating to the work of the Library 
Commission the sum of $12,500 annually for 
the next biennial period, has not been an- 
nounced to the public through our Commis- 
sion bulletin because our last number went 
to press before the report of the Finance 
Committee was made. 

Although the public libraries throughout 
the state profit in great measure by this 
increased appropriation, it is the traveling 
library that receives the most benefit, as it 
depends wholly upon the state for its exist- 
ence. The records show that these libraries 
are going into 550 different communities and 
reaching the people not only through public 
libraries, study-clubs, and schools, but also 
reaching individuals who are remote from 
these organized educational factors on farms 
and claims or employed in mines and wood- 
camps. The librarians who serve the travel- 
ing library public are volunteer workers en- 
tirely and receive no compensation, yet with- 
out them the system could not exist, They 
know the problems of the traveling library 
as no one else can know them and should be 
at the St. Paul meeting to represent the 
people for whom the traveling library is 
designed. 

Library Visits. 


There will be no meetings Thursday after- 
noon, that time having been left open for 
visits to the libraries of the Twin Cities. 
Some one will be “at home” in each library 
to show the methods in vogue. 


Meeting for the Public. 


Thursday evening will be devoted to The 
public library from the outsider’s point of 
view. St. Paul men introduce the following 
themes and the discussion of each will be 
led by a Minneapolis man: The laboring 
man, Mr. J. P. Buckley; The business man, 
Mr. Wm. C. Read; The professional mat, 
Mr. F. Ingersoll; The newspaper man, Mr. 
J. G. Pyle. 
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The evening is bound to be entertaining 
with Mr. James Gray, Associate Editor of 
the Minneapolis Journal to respond to Mr. 
Pyle; and Attorney Edward Savage to lead 
the discussion of the Public Library for the 


~ professional man. 


Public Library Section. 


Friday morning is devoted to the Public 
Library, with the following program: 

What’s 1t about, Miss Maud van Buren, 
Mankato. 

Reading of the young person, Miss Nelle 
A. Olson, Moorhead. 

Reading of the child, Mrs. Alice A. Lamb, 
Litchfield. 

Trolley Ride and Banquet. 

Friday afternoon is in charge of the local 
committee, Mr. H. W. Wilson, Mrs. C. R. 
Beals and Miss Mary Lathrop, who will take 
the whole association for a trolley ride about 
the Twin Cities, the terminal being Minne- 
apolis, where a banquet will be given by the 
Commercial Club Friday evening. 

The toastmaster is our genial President 
Northrop of the Library Commission, and 
the following are among the toasts to be 
given: 

The library for the scholar, Dr. W. W. Fol- 
well, Minneapolis. 

The library for the people, Miss Lydia 
Poirier, Duluth. 

The A. L. A. in 1908, Miss Gratia Country- 
man, Minneapolis. 


The State Institution Section. 

The librarians of State Institutions will be 
addressed Saturday morning at nine o’clock 
by Miss Miriam Carey, Librarian of the 
Board of Control, Des Moines, Iowa, who is 
doing a wonderful work as visitor of the 
libraries in the different institutions under 
the Board of Control. 


Educational Section. 


The educational section will convene Sat- 
urday morning at nine o’clock, Mr. J. T. 
Gerould, Librarian of University of Minne- 
sota, presiding. 

School men are coming to realize that the 
problem confronting the school library is 
different from that of the public library and 
that it must be met by the people in the 
work who understand its conditions. Two 
technical subjects will be thrown open to 
discussion, The organization of a small 
School library and Reference work in the 








school library. Book-selection will be dis- 
cussed by a master hand, Mr. Frank A. Weld, 
President of the Moorhead Normal, and 
Miss Isabel Lawrence of the St. Cloud Nor- 
mal, well-known among both school and li- 
brary people, will speak on The influence of 
the school library in special reading for 


children. Exhibits. 

The pictures owned by the Itinerary Pic- 
ture League will be on exhibit in the Libra- 
ry Association rooms together with others 
suitable for League purchase, loaned through 
the courtesy of Mr. Harrington Beard of Min- 
neapolis. 

Miss Maud Durlin, Librarian Oshkosh, 
Wis., has very kindly offered to loan the 
association her collection of picture bulle- 
tins, exhibited at the A. L. A. meeting at 
Asheville. 

The collection of post cards of Western 
ranch life so generously offered by Miss 
van Buren for a circuit among the public 
libraries of our state will also be at the 
Association. 

Headquarters. 

The Willard, Cor. 10th and St. Peter 
Streets, will be official headquarters. 
Rates are $2.00 American plan and $1.00 
to $1.50 European. 

President’s Message. 


MISS LETTIE M. CRAFTS, UNIVERSITY OF 
MINNESOTA, PRESIDENT M. L. A. 


The program offered by the committee is 
one of the best we have ever had. A glance 
at it shows that the topics this year are 
those of wider interest and scope rather 
than those of technical detail. There seems 
to be two distinct lines of thought in the 
general sessions. The reading of young 
people and what the library is or should 
be to the various classes of the community. 
The Trustees Section, the Traveling Library 
Round Table and the Educational Section 
have each an attractive program. 

The last named section is the result of 
the desire expressed at the Austin meeting 
by several librarians of educational institu- 
tions—that topics and problems peculiar to 
their work should have a place in the 
Association deliberations. Mr. James T. 
Gerould, Librarian of the University, is 
chairman and the program planned is one 
that every college, normal and high school 
librarian should find profitable. The meet- 
ing of this section will be held Saturday 
forenoon with the express hope that many 











connected with educational libraries, who 
would find it difficult to leave their post 
earlier in the week, can be present Satur- 
day. Let every one in an educational li- 
brary make a special effort to be present 
at this first meeting of the session, the 
organization of which some of us have so 
much desired. 

It is hoped that many of those in author- 
ity in state institutions having libraries, 
will endeavor to hear Miss Miriam E. Carey 
of Iowa on “An Institutional Library,” a 
development of library work that is of great 
interest in Minnesota. Miss Carey’s paper 
is given Saturday morning because it is 
believed that it will be more convenient for 
those interested in this phase of the work 
to be present at that time. 

The Traveling Library Round Table is 
this year in the hands of Mrs. Karen M. 
Jacobson, Librarian of the Commission, 
which is an assurance that it will be one 
of the most interesting and most inspiring 
sessions of the whole meeting. 

Mr. W. B. Willard of the Mankato Library 
Board is chairman of the Trustees Section 
and has given much time and thought to 
the excellent program prepared. 

We have a goodly number of prominent 
names on our program this year. Our es- 
teemed chief executive Governor Johnson 
has promised to welcome the guests. Mr. 
Frank M. Hutchins of Madison, Wis., whose 
name is familiar to every library worker is 
to give the principal address at the opening 
session. As we glance down the list of 
names our eyes catch those of Mr. J. G. 
Pyle, the well known newspaper man of 
St. Paul, Mr. James Gray, Associate Editor 
of the Minneapolis Journal, Miss Gratia 
Countryman, Librarian of the Minneapolis 
Public Library and Dr. W. W. Folwell so 
many years Librarian of the University; 
and also the name of the “first citizen of 
the State,” President Cyrus Northrup. 

Meantime the local committee has not 
been idle. They hint at trolley rides 
through the Twin Cities, visits to the li- 
braries, to the private art gallery of Mr. 
T. B. Walker, and last, but by no means 
least, of a banquet tendered to the as- 
sociation at the rooms of the Minneapolis 
Commercial Club. 

But a good program alone cannot make 
a successful meeting, there must be a good 
and appreciate audience, and in the popular 











slang of the day, it is “up to” the librarians 
of the state, to feel a distinct and individua] 
responsibility to be present and to urge the 
attendance of at least one of their trustees; 
—then the Twin City meeting of the Minne. 
sota Library Association will be the best 
meeting in its history. 


A. L. A. AT ASHEVILLE. 
May 23-29, 1907. 

The 29th annual meeting of the A. L, A. 
was held in one of the most picturesque lo- 
calities in America and the inspiration of 
the environment together with the enthusi- 
asm engendered by the meetings made the 
Asheville meeting one to be forever remem- 
bered by the 450 people registered. Through- 
out the week evidence of the traditional] 
southern hospitality prevailed, the southern 
librarians constituting themselves a body 
of hosts and hostesses. 

Public Libraries for July, and the Library 
Journal, Conference Number, are devoted to 
the proceedings of the meeting which every 
librarian should read to come into touch 
with the wide issues under discussion, and 
to become acquainted with the names at 
least, and the ideals, of the prominent pro- 
moters of public interests in the library 
world. The address by Prof. W. P. Trent 
of Columbia University on The function of 
books in a democracy was, perhaps, the 
treat of the conference, but not less of inter- 
est was the address by Mr. H. E. Legler, 
Secretary of the Wisconsin Commission on 
Certain phases of library extension, in 
which he made a strong plea for the ex- 
tension of book life in every grade of soci- 
ety as a means of preserving and develop- 
ing intellectuality, spirituality and national 
feeling. 

The election of officers resulted as fol- 
lows: President, A. E. Bostwick, librarian 
public library, New York City; 1st vice 
president, C. H. Gould, librarian of McGill 
University, Montreal; 2d_ vice-president, 
Helen E. Haines, managing editor, Library 
Journal, New York City; secretary, J. 1. 
Wyer, Jr., vice-director New York State li- 
brary, Albany; treasurer, A. H. Hopkins, li- 
brarian Carnegie library, Pittsburg; record- 
er, L. E. Stearns, library visitor for the 
Wisconsin Commission. 

Section meetings discussed the problems 
peculiar to the State Library, The chil- 
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dren’s library, College and reference work. 


League of Library Commissions. 

This body, affiliated with the A. L. A,, 
now represents the library commissions of 
26 states. The following officers were 
elected: President, Chalmers Hadley, Indi- 
ana; ist vice-president, Miss Caroline M. 
Hewins, Connecticut; 2d _ vice-president, 
Thomas M. Owen, Alabama; secretary, Miss 
Clara F. Baldwin, Minnesota; treasurer, 
Miss Sarah B. Askew, New Jersey. 

The attendance and enthusiasm necessi- 
tated five sessions instead of the two sched- 
uled, as such live questions as the following 
were under discussion: Where should state 
aid end and local responsibility begin in 
extension work; Some unsolved questions 
in library extension; State examinations 
and certificates for librarians; The libra- 
rian as a factor in securing library appro- 
priations; The library budget; and Sum- 
mer School problems. 

Miss Gratia Countryman, Miss Josephine 
Cloud, Miss Lucy Gilbert, Mr. J. T. Gerould, 
Mr. H. W. Wilson of Minneapolis; Mrs. 
Helen J. McCaine, Miss Maud Smith, Mrs. 
K. M. Jacobson, John E. King, St. Paul; 
and Miss Maud van Buren, Mankato, were 
the Minnesota delegation at Asheville. 


LAKE MINNETONKA, 1908. 


The place of meeting for the next A. L. A. 
conference is at Lake Minnetonka, which 
will afford an opportunity for Minnesota to 
extend through the Twin Cities the hospital- 
ity of the Middle West to the East, West, 
North and South. Nothing will be left un- 
done to welcome this great body of cultured 
men and women, who have thus honored us 
by accepting our invitation to spend a week 
among our beautiful lakes in the vicinity 
of our far-famed cities; yet it is Minnesota 
herself who will gain the lasting good of 
this visit, as is always the case of the host- 
ess who forgets herself in her efforts to 
place her best at the disposal of her guests. 

It is Minnesota who is acting as hostess 
of the Middle West, and all must not be left 
to the loyal assistants, St. Paul and Minne- 
apolis, for which reason an earnest effort 
must be made by every librarian, library 
trustee, and library patron in the state at 
large as well as in the Twin Cities, to be 
present at the state meeting where the Min- 
netonka plans will be discussed. 
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MINNESOTA FEDERATION OF WOMEN’S 
CLUBS. 


The annual meeting of the Minnesota 
Federation of Women’s Clubs will be held 
at Faribault, Oct. 1-3, 1907. 

The session of peculiar interest to library 
people is an evening with Minnesota authors 
which is in charge of the Library Committee 
of the Federation. Mrs. E. J. Lewis of Sauk 
Center is acting as chairman in Miss Bald- 
win’s adsence, and Miss Poirier of Duluth 
is the other member of the Committee. 


LIBRARY SUMMER SCHOOL. 


The eighth annual session of the Summer 
School for Library Training was held at the 
State University, June 17 to July 26, the de- 
partment being conducted by the Minnesota 
Public Library Commission. 

In the absence of the Director, Miss Clara 
F. Baldwin, who is abroad for the summer, 
the school was in charge of Mrs. Karen M. 
Jacobson, Librarian of the Commission, 
assisted by Miss Maud van Buren, Mankato, 
Miss Margaret Palmer, Superior, Wis., Miss 
Mary Moulton Cheney of the Minneapolis 
School of Fine Arts, Miss Edith Griffith of 
the Handicraft Guild of Minneapolis, with 
Miss Harriet W. Sewall, Wisconsin Library 
School, 1907, as reviser. 

The students registered were Miss Murlen 
Fellows, Minneapolis, Miss Kate M. Firmin, 
Minneapolis, Miss Jessie McKenzie, The 
Normal, Moorhead, Miss Amanda Meyer, 
Sleepy Eye, Mrs. Asbury F, Laity, Madison, 
S. D., Miss Edla M. Laurson, Mitchell, S. D., 
Miss Edith Whitman, Fargo, N. D., and Miss 
Lois A. Spencer, Falls City, Neb. The lec- 
tures on reference and children’s work dur- 
ing the final week were further attended by 
Miss Nelle A. Olson, Public Library, Moor- 
head, Miss Augusta Starr, High School Li- 
brary, Glencoe, Miss Clara A. Jehle, Lind- 
strom Public Library, Miss Elizabeth G. 
Dennis, Children’s Librarian St. Paul Public 
Library and Miss Mabel Bartleson, Children’s 
Librarian, Minneapolis Public Library. 

The work of the students was character- 
ized by the broad library spirit and eager- 
ness to acquire technical knowledge that has 
always been marked among the Minnesota 
students. This year, final examinations were 
required to secure the certificate of the 
school and the 1907 class has the distinction 
of sustaining its membership throughout the 

















session—regular in attendance, prompt in 
reporting for duty, and retiring with the full 
number of certificates. 

Miss Cheney was particularly happy in the 
results secured by her one lecture on Prin- 
ciples to be considered in library hand- 
writing and printing. This is manifestly 
not a subject for a lecture, but for a series of 
practical lessons during which the students 
work with the instructor. It is probable 
such a series will hereafter be given, for no 
instruction is so much needed in our small 
libraries as how to use the hands. 

Miss Griffith’s “culture lecture” on Histori- 
cal book binding was an hour of pure delight. 
The time was all too short for so full a 
theme, but it directed thought towards this 
interesting study and inspired many of the 
students with the wish to read along this 
line during the winter. Miss Griffith had 
given much thought and time to the prepara- 
tion of this lecture and had mounted cuts of 
the most famous bindings. It is safe to say 
that not one of the class will fail to recog- 
nize a “Grolier.”’ For the lectures on Libra- 
ry binding, required reading had been as- 
signed in that admirable little book of Mr. 
Dana’s, and it was interesting to note how 
this reading had prepared the class in under- 
standing the very vocabulary essential to 
Miss Griffith’s subject. 

Miss Palmer’s strong personality asserted 
itself as soon as she entered the class-room, 
so that even reference problems after five 
weeks of strenuous summer work did not 
seem burdensome. All unnecessary theory 
was eliminated and the books studied were 
those usually to be found in the small libra- 
ry, though reference was made to the first 
purchase desirable with the advent of funds. 
Methods for reference work with schools and 
clubs received attention, as well as that im- 
portant factor in small library usefulness, 
press notices. 

There is no more popular librarian in 
Minnesota than Miss van Buren of Mankato, 
and her week with the students meant not 
only interesting, up-to-date methods with the 
children but inspiration to more noble living 
on the part of the librarians themselves. 
A carefully selected course of required read- 
ing supplemented the lectures on the usual 
subjects of The room, The books, Adminis- 
tration, and Extension work. An afternoon 
at Beard’s Art Rooms afforded an opportuni- 








ty to see many of the pictures recommended 
for the Children’s Department. 

Unavoidable absence from the city com. 
pelled Miss Gratia Countryman, Librarian of 
the Minneapolis Public Library, to cancel her 
engagement to lecture on “Library Oppor- 
tunities.” This was especially a matter of 
regret to the students from outside the state 
who knew of Miss Countryman through her 
national reputation. 

Mr. C. G. Schulz, Assistant Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, in his earnest talk be- 
fore the school on the relation between Pub- 
lic Libraries and Public School Libraries 
made the point that as a rule satisfactory 
conditions existed between the two and much 
good was being accomplished in lessening the 
duplication of books in the same community; 
but he brought up the fact that nothing was 
being done to prevent this duplication in the 
rural school library—where money for books 
was particularly needed—and asked if the 
town libraries could in any way cope with 
this problem. 

The course of afternoon lectures arranged 
by Dr. George F. James, Director of the Uni- 
versity Summer School, proved interesting 
throughout and represented some strong 
men. 

Dr. Richard Burton, University of Minne- 
sota, would soon solve the problem of “stan- 
dard reading” could our library patrons hear 
such lectures as his series on “Charles Dick- 
ens.” 

Dean Henry L. Southwick, Emerson School 
of Oratory, drew large audiences to his dra- 
matic recitals of Herod, The Rivals, and 
Richelieu. 

Dr. Fred M. Fling, University of Nebras- 
ka, made history much more entertaining 
than fiction in such themes as Mirabeau and 
the French Revolution; The French and Rus- 
sian Revolution; and France in the 20th 
century. 

The Evolution of human races was one of 
the most fascinating series in the course and 
was given by Dr. Albert E. Jenks of the 
University of Minnesota. 

Prof. Carl Schlenker, University of Min- 
nesota, gave a series of lectures on Lohen- 
grin, Tannhauser, and Parsifal, illustrated 
with the piano. The library students later 
recognized several of the themes here 
pointed out in the Wagnerian evenings at 
Lake Harriet. 
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Our beloved ex-librarian, Prof. W. W. Fol- 
well, University of Minnesota, read some 
most interesting chapters in his Develop- 
ment of our state. 

But the lecture most appreciated of all was 
that given in courtesy to the Library School 
py Mr. Henry E. Legler, Secretary of the 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission, on The 
library in modern education. 

Mr. Legler said in part: “Striking and 
significant as is the remarkable public libra- 
ry development within our own generation, 
more significant and striking is the change 
which has come in our conception of the 
meaning the term implies. The development 
of educational processes will make the mind 
the chief factor of the coming century as 
material force has been the dominant char- 
acteristic of the past centuries. 

“Tracing the library movement to its 
source and noting its development from 
year to year, one can appreciate keenly why 
the public library is now recognized as one 
of the great forces in educational progress. 
The trend of present-day conditions empha- 
sizes its growing importance in determining 
what shall be the common life of the people. 
And yet the very scope of this expansion 
may well give us pause for thought and 
analysis. And as we analyze what the li- 
brary has accomplished, we realize that we 
have gathered books rather than distributed 
them widely. 

“And yet, poorly as the books are distrib- 
uted, illy as they are sometimes chosen, un- 
methodically as their use is in some in- 
stances administered, it is through the public 
libraries and their allied agencies that must 
issue the strongest forces in modern educa- 
tion. For the public school, essential and 
important as it is, can hope to affect but a 
fraction of the population. Even this frac- 
tion is subject to economic conditions that 
remove them from school life all too early. 

“Herein lies a vital problem that must en- 
gage serious attention, the problem of adult 
education. And here the library finds its 
field. The power of the public schools to as- 
similate different races to our own institu- 
tions, through the education given to the 
younger generation is doubtless one of the 
most remarkable exhibitions of vitality that 
the world has ever seen. But, after all, it 
leaves the older generation still untouched 
and the assimilation of the younger can 
hardly be complete or certain as long as the 











homes of the parents remain comparatively 
unaffected. The nation is strongest which 
is founded upon the intelligence of its com- 
mon people. 

“To that end it is essential that all shall 
share in like educational facilities. It 
would seem that until that period is ap- 
proached, such educative influences and 
common intellectual resources must center 
in the public library—a public library de- 
veloped into a higher type than has yet 
been reached—but a type and an instru- 
ment towards which the leaders of thought 
are shaping its ends.” 

Though it was an intensely hot afternoon, 
the following Twin City library people were 
in the audience: From the St. Paul Public 
Library, Mrs. Helen J. McCaine, Mrs. C. R. 
Beals, Miss L. W. Clute, Mrs. J. R. Fleming, 
Miss Elizabeth Dennis, Miss Blanche Mc- 
Kown, Miss Julia Hess, Miss Maud Smith, 
Miss Belle Owens, Miss A. A. Wood, and 
Miss M. W. Buell. From the University li- 
brary, Mr. J. T. Gerould and Miss L. M. 
Crafts. From the Historical Society, Mr. 
Warren Upham, Mr. D. L. Kingsbury, Miss 
Emma A. Hawley and Miss Emma E. Vose. 
From the Library Commission, Mrs. E. R. 
Sweet, Miss Jennie Hall, Miss Harriet Sew- 
all. And Miss Emma Hickman, Librarian of 
the Tax Commission. 

Mrs. K. M. Jacotson, assisted by Miss van 
Buren and Miss Palmer, gave a luncheon at 
Donaldson’s for Mr. Legler. The guests in- 
vited were Miss Margaret J. Evans, Miss 
Gratia Countryman, Pres. Cyrus Northrop, 
Mr. Warren Upham and Mr. John W. Olson 
all of the Library Commission; Mrs. Helen 
J. McCaine, St. Paul Public Library; Miss 
Katherine Patten, Minneapolis Public Libra- 
ry; Mr. John E. King, State Librarian; Mr. 
C. G. Schulz, Assistant Superintendent of 
Public Instruction; Mr. J. T. Gerould, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota; Dr. George F. James, 
Director of the University Summer School, 
and Dr. W. W. Folwell. 

Library visits are of the utmost value in 
the short session of a summer term and were 
made particularly pleasant and helpful 
through the courtesy of the hosts and host- 
esses. 

““St. Paul Day” began with the visit to the 
public library where the students where re- 
ceived by Mrs. McCaine, the librarian, and 
the superintendents of the various depart- 
ments, Mrs. Beals, Mrs. Fleming, Miss Clute, 








Miss McKown and Miss Dennis. This is a 
model library in which to take a training 
class because of the beautiful spirit of loyal- 
ty and helpfulness which prevails. The St. 
Paul Public Library has no gallery, but some 
very good pictures. Hints of ways and 
means were acquired from all departments, 
but Mrs. Beals’ reference work especially 
commended itself to the students. 

Mr. H. Dance, who has charge of the li- 
brary orders of the St. Paul Book & Sta- 
tionery Company did the honors of this well- 
known book firm. Attention was given to 
the general arrangement of the books in con- 
trast to the ‘Dewey system,” to standard 
editions, and to trade bibliographies. 

Mr. H. W. Williams, manager of the Wal- 
dorf Bindery, had so systematized his work 
that a short time sufficed to gain a compre- 
hensive view of the various steps in library 
binding. 

The unique event of the day was lunch at 
the new lunch room of “The Dispatch,” where 
each person took a tray and served herself. 

The afternoon was spent at the Capitol, 
Mr. E. J. Lien doing the honors of the State 
Law Library in the absence of Mr. John E. 
King, Librarian. 

Mr. Upham, Mr. Kingsbury, Mrs. Dunlap, 
Miss Hawley and the Misses Vose united in 
making the visit to the Historical Society 
helpful as well as pleasant. 

St. Paul day closed with the visit to the 
Commission where a lesson was given in the 
mechanical preparation of books; ways and 
means for temporary binding; and the vari- 
ous business devices necessary to the library 
Office. 

On June 26, the Pillsbury Branch of Min- 
neapolis was visited through the courtesy of 
Mr. Richard Lavell, Western Reserve Library 
School, 1905, who explained the workings 
of the branch system. 

Mr. H. W. Wilson “personally conducted” 
the class through his publishing house which 
is well known to the librarian through the 
U. S. Catalog, the Readers Guide and the 
various “cumulative” indexes. The linotype 
and other printing machines also received 


attention. 

The Gerber bindery has moved into com- 
modious new quarters, each machine run by 
its own motor. Beside the steps in library 
binding, the class took great interest in the 
ruling and making of commercial blank 
books. 











But Stillwater is always the great day of 
the session—half work and half play—ang 
this year was no exception. Mrs. G. B. Me- 
Pherson and her assistant Miss Colligan, did 
the honors of the beautiful Stillwater library, 
after which, on the invitation of Rev. F, L, 
Palmer, the class went to his residence to 
see his collection of old books, dating back to 
the 16th and 17th centuries. Some interest- 
ing Greek and Hebrew books were among the 
number. Then came lunch at the Keystone 
House, “the inn under the hill’ which al] 
former students will remember with its gen- 
ial hostess, Mrs. Voligny. The “fly” took us 
to Hudson, Wis., via the South Stillwater 
ferry and this year’s class again has the 
distinction of introducing a new feature 
while waiting for the ferry. 

Miss Hurlburt, the Hudson librarian, was 
in Seattle for her vacation, but we missed 
nothing of the Hudson cordiality in the re- 
ception afforded by the assistant librarian, 
Miss Pearle G. Schoemaker. 


The return drive was made via the Lake- 
land ferry and a short visit was made to the 
Lakeland Traveling Library station, one of 
the thriving stations under the direction of 
the Stillwater Public Library—for Washing- 
ton Co. supports its own system of traveling 
libraries. Dr. O. F. Thomas, librarian at 
Lakeland, had in his own private library a 
splendid file of the Scientific American and 
Supplement, dating from 1878 and almost 
complete. He had also about 40 volumes of 
Scribner, 20 years of the Popular Science 
News, formerly the Boston Journal of Chem- 
istry, aS well as volumes of Harpers, North 
American Review, World’s Work, World To- 
day, and 11 volumes of the Mechanics Maga- 
zine from the year 1825. Dr. Thomas may 
well be proud of such a collection, for their 
possession would be a matter of pride to any 
of our public libraries. 

The students voted to go to the Stillwater 
Rest Room for supper, so interested had they 
become in its history. Rev. W. J. Waltz was 
the instigator and is now its life, assisted by 
a board of women from various denomina- 
tions. The room is large and well furnished, 
has a piano, is a reading-room, conducts a 
woman’s exchange, and financially is a suc- 
cess. A walk to the prison gates and 4 
trolley ride home completed a perfect day. 

The visit to the Minneapolis Public Libra- 
ry was the last official visit of the year. 
Miss Countryman, the librarian, was East 
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and many of the superintendents of depart- 
ments were on vacation leave. Miss Patten, 
however, was equal to the occasion assisted 
py Miss Cloud of the Circulating Department, 
Mrs. Reed of the Cataloging Department and 
Miss Bartleson the Children’s librarian. The 
art book-room and gallery were especially 
appreciated. The Minneapolis library with 
its expensive new wing is a fine specimen of 
the large public library and an explanation 
of its methods of work and its extension 
work with branches, stations and schools was 
most fascinating. 

Those few who stopped at the T. B. Walker 
gallery on their way home had a rare treat 
for the pictures were explained to them by 
Mr. Walker himself who happened to be pass- 
ing through the gallery. Mr. Walker is pres- 
ident of the Minneapolis Public Library 
Board and became interested at once when 
he found a library school enjoying his pic- 
tures. His “lecture” left just the pleasant 
impression desirable for the “last day of 
school.” 


LIBRARY VACATIONS. 


Much has been said and written about 
library vacations since the advent of mod- 
ern library methods and the recognition of 
librarianship as a profession. 

Indeed, because of our complex and stren- 
uous national life men and women in all 
professions are pausing to think, to question 
what is worth while, to consider the im- 
portance of health and its influence upon 
temperament. In our own northern climate 
where the days out of doors are necessarily 
few, the summer vacation is of even more 
vital imporfance. 

All library trustees realize that no matter 
what the proficiency of the librarian tech- 
nically if she be lacking in the genial cordi- 
ality the public demands, she is unsuccessful. 
It is to retain this finer sensibility, this 
highly prized “temperament” which inces- 
sant routine is bound to blunt, that makes 
the library vacation an essential part of 
good administration. 

The average time allowed in Minnesota 
seems to be two weeks for librarians of the 
smaller libraries and library assistants and 
one month for librarians of larger responsi- 
bilities and heads of departments. 

At the semi-annual meeting in May, the 
Commission Board gave Miss Baldwin a 
three months leave of absence to be spent 














abroad. Miss Baldwin has been the execu- 
tive of the Library Commission since its es- 
tablishment in 1899, and it is through her 
faithful performance of the daily routine, 
and the inspiration of her personality and 
ideals, that library work in Minnesota is at 
its present standard. This recognition of 
her work by such men and women as con- 
stitute the Commission Board cannot fail to 
bring Miss Baldwin back with new vigor 
and courage. She sailed from Italy on the 
Princess Irene, North German Lloyd, Sept. 
5th and is due in New York on the 18th, so 
she will be in St. Paul for the state meet- 
ing. 

Miss Countryman received two months 
leave of absence from the Minneapolis 
Board, which she spent at Hancock Point on 
the coast of Maine. She was accompanied 
by Miss Todd, Head of the Art Department. 
Miss Cloud, Superintendent of the Circulat- 
ing Department and Miss Gilbert, Cura- 
tor of the Art Gallery, attended the Ashe- 
ville meeting returning via Jamestown and 
the northern route. Miss Davis, Superin- 
tendent of Reference, took a short trip to 
England followed by several weeks at Nan- 
tucket. Miss Bartleson, Children’s librari- 
an, went to Spokane, Washington. Miss 
Patten, Assistant librarian, and Mrs. Reed, 
Head of the Cataloging Department, will 
have their vacations later in the year. 


Of the St. Paul Public Library, Mrs. Mc- 
Caine and Miss Maud Smith were of the 
Asheville party. Mrs. Fleming, Head Catalog- 
er went to Lake Chelan, Washington. Mrs. 
Beals, Superintendent of Reference, enjoyed 
a trip to Yellowstone Park, Miss Anna Smith 
was given a three months’ leave of absence 
for a trip to Japan, and Miss Clute, Super- 
intendent of Circulation, spent her vaca- 
tion at Mason City, Iowa. 


Miss Poirier of Duluth spent six weeks 
during the winter months at New Orleans. 


Mankato gives all members of the staff 
three weeks’ and the librarian a month’s 
vacation. Miss van Buren was of the Ashe- 
ville delegation and later received a leave 
of absence to lecture on Children’s work in 
the Minnesota Library Summer School. 

Mrs. A. A. Lamb of Litchfield spent her 
month quietly at Forbes, N. D. 

The Library Board of Spring Valley gave 
Miss Grant an indefinite leave of absence 
because of her failing health. 





Miss Morton of Owatonna spent a week 
in a restful outing near home. 

At Fairmont, Miss Bird was given the 
afternoons of August. 

The Montevideo library was closed for the 
two weeks that Mrs. Webb, the librarian, 
was in the Twin Cities. 

Miss Olson of Moorhead spent one week 
of her vacation at the Minnesota Library 
Summer School and the other at a lake near 
home. 


PERSONAL. 

Miss Margaret Palmer, who recently gave 
up her position as librarian at Rochester 
to take charge of the Superior public libra- 
ry, has resigned at Superior because of the 
continued ill health of her father who needs 
her personal care. Every effort was made 
by the Board to induce Miss Palmer to ac- 
cept a leave of absence rather than sever 
her connection with the library, but Miss 
Palmer felt that such a course would be an 
injustice to the library. The Board are of 
the unanimous opinion that considerable 
progress has been made by the library even 
during Miss Palmer’s short stay and that 
much advancement would have resulted 
with the carrying out of the plans and sys- 
tems she was putting into effect. 

Miss Sabra L. Nason, Illinois Library 
School, 1906, who has since been library 
assistant in the University of Illinois, has 
been elected librarian at Iron Mountain, 
Mich. The library at Iron Mountain is a 
Carnegie building, but the Board of Educa- 
tion is in control instead of a library board 
since the library was purchased from and is 
maintained by the school fund. Thus did 
this community solve the problem of the 
school and public library. 

Miss Helen D. Carson of St. Paul, Wis- 
consin Library School, 1907, has been ap- 
pointed head of the Department of Serials 
at the University of Minnesota. 

Miss Harriet W. Sewall, St. Anthony 
Park, Wisconsin Library School, 1907, who 
was elected as library assistant at the May 
meeting of the Minnesota Commission has 
resigned to accept a more lucrative position 
in the Department of Agriculture, Washing- 
ton, D. C. Miss Sewall had passed the 
necessary examinations before coming to 
the Minnesota Commission. 

Miss Lois Jordan, Minneapolis, Pratt, 
1907, has been substituting in the Commis- 
sion during vacation absences. 
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Miss Lilian Mirick, formerly assistant }j- 
brarian at Fargo, N. D., has been elected 
librarian of the School of Science, Wahpe. 
ton. 

Mr. W. F. Kunze, one of Minnesota’s 
prominent educators and formerly of the 
Red Wing library board has gone into busi- 
ness in Omaha. 


Miss Emma Hickman, De Pauw Univer. 
sity, Indiana, has been appointed librarian 
of the Minnesota Tax Commission. Miss 
Hickman has had her library training at the 
Chatauqua, N. Y., Summer School, and with 
Dr. Charles McCarthy, Legislative Refer- 
ence Department, Wisconsin Library Com- 
mission. 

Mrs. Emma R. Sweet, Minnesota Summer 
School, 1905, who has been general assist- 
ant and stenographer for the Commission 
for the past two years has resigned because 
she leaves for Oregon to take a_ timber 
claim. Mrs. Sweet was librarian of the 
Blue Earth public library before coming 
to the Commission. 

Miss Bertha Buehrer, Humboldt High 
School, 1907, is serving the Commission as 
library apprentice for the position of clerk 
of the traveling library. 


AIDS FOR LIBRARIES. 


Dana’s Bookbinding for libraries.—“These 
notes have been compiled in the hope that 
they may be of assistance to librarians in 
caring for the binding and rebinding of li- 
brary books.” 


For Sale—Library of historic characters 
and famous events of all natidéns and all 
ages; ed. by A. R. Spofford. 12 v. Millet, 
1906. This is a duplicate copy, new, and 
has not been on the shelves. The library 
will sell for any sum at all reasonable. 


Minnesota Capito! Guide.—Librarians will 
find Miss Julie Gauthier’s Official Guide to 
the Minnesota Capitol a valuable pamphlet 
for the local history collection and of use to 
study clubs of American Art. 


Post Cards.—Miss van Buren of Mankato 
has generously offered to loan her collection 
of post cards of western ranch-life to the 
Commission, who will arrange a circuit 
among the libraries of the state similar to 
that arranged for the St. Nicholas League 
pictures. Please apply at once if your li- 
brary wishes to be included. 
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NEWS OF MINNESOTA LIBRARIES. 


Aitkin. The librarians records testify to 
the rapid growth and usefulness of the li- 
prary. The number of volumes on hand 
is 917 while since the first of the year, 
the number of borrowers has increased from 


275 to 679. 


Akeley. The history and growth of the 
Akeley library is most interesting. The 
idea of a reading-room and library for the 
town was conceived by Mrs. Fletcher L. 
Walker in the summer of 1905 and it was 
opened to the public in November of that 
year. The building and all of the expenses 
are kept up by the Red River Lumber Co. 
of which Mr. T. B. Walker of Minneapolis 
is president. There are about 700 volumes 
most of which have been furnished by the 
same company. On the reading tables are 
the Twin City and Duluth daily papers, the 
local papers, and 17 magazines. Until last 
March the library was open for exchanging 
books but two days in the week, but the 
patronage has so increased that the library 
is now open every day. From March 1, 
1907, to July 31, 1907, the circulation has 
been 3,693 with 463 borrowers. 


Albert Lea. Recent gifts to the library 
include books and pictures from Mrs. Frank 
Blackmer; and a valuable classified collec- 
tion of the natural woods of Freeborn Coun- 
ty from the heirs of Capt. A. W. White. 


Benson. Though Benson has had one of 
the most thriving reading-rooms in the state, 
conducted for the last two years through 
the personal efforts of Rev. and Mrs. C. L. 
Bates, it was not until May of this year that 
a library association was formed. The con- 
stitution provides for funds by membership 
fees of $1.00. The association means busi- 
ness and already has 80 members and about 
350 volumes. H. W. Stone gave his check 
for $500 to encourage and assist his home 
town in promoting the public library cause. 
The amount is to be expended by the offi- 
cers in securing better quarters or purchas- 
ing books as they deem best. 


Big Fork. An entertainment for the school 
library netted about $30.00 which with the 
$20.00 donated by the state, through the 
Department of Public Instruction, will give 
the library a fine start. 


Blue Earth. Several books have been 
given to the library by Mrs. Freeman 
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Squires, Miss Lena Lehman, Hon. F. E. Put- 
nam, Mrs. A. Bonwell and Mrs. G. I. Smart, 
of Ontario, Cal. 


Buffalo. The Presbyterian Church has 
given its Sunday School library to the Pub- 
lic Library. Another valuable gift is a fine 
edition of Shakespeare in nine volumes from 
Miss Elsie Nelson. 


Crockston. Crookston received an appro- 
priation of $12,500 from Mr. Andrew Carne- 
gie something over three years ago but 
there was trouble over the site. When a 
site was agreed upon, clear title could not 
be obtained, which occasioned another de- 
lay. When plans and estimates were re- 
ceived it was found that materials had so 
advanced in price that the plans decided 
upon could not be built for the money. Ac- 
cordingly Mr. Carnegie was appealed to, and 
word has just been received from Scotland 
that Mr. Carnegie will give the desired 
$5000 additional. The plans decided upon 
call for a library 66x44ft. to be built of 
pressed brick with stone trimming and of 
the usual classic design. The architect is 
R. B. Keck and the contract has been given 
to Chas. Ross of Crookston for $15,400. 


Duluth. The Board have voted $2,500 to 
replace the roof of the library building. 
The interior of the library will then be re- 
decorated. 

A copy of Audubon’s Birds of North 
America, containing 500 hand-colored plates, 
has been purchased at a cost of $450.00. 
This set is of the second edition published 
by the son and was bound in London, 1856. 

A most interesting Arts and Crafts exhibit 
was held at the library, including highly 
creditable examples of book-plates and book- 
binding. 

Miss Ruth Ely, Minnesota Summer School, 
1906, who for three years has had charge of 
the Children’s Department at the Library, 
resigned to accept the position of librarian 
at the Normal. Miss Charity Jones was 
appointed as her successor. 

Miss Selman Kaiser was appointed to fill 
the vacancy in the Reference Department 
but does not begin work until January Ist. 
The intervening time is to be spent in 
special reference study at Madison, Wiscon- 
sin. 

Duluth Normal. Miss Katherine Ensign 
whose resignation as librarian went into ef- 
fect June ist, was married August 14th to 








Mr. Warren Green. Miss Ruth Ely succeeds 


her as librarian. 


Dundas. A public library, started through 
the efforts of Rev. S. W. Squires and lo- 
cated at his home, now contains about 500 
volumes in readable but short-lived con- 
dition, donated through the public libraries 
of St. Paul and Minneapolis. 


Glenwood. Though the Norden subscrip- 
tion library has existed in Glenwood for 
many years, steps toward maintaining a 
public library were not taken till the spring 
of this year, when Glenwood secured a Car- 
negie gift of $10,000. 

In the absence of Miss Baldwin, Mrs. 
Jacobson made the official visit to Glen- 
wood to talk over building plans with the 
Board, accompanied by Miss K. I. Mac- 
Donald, Asst. Sec’y. of the Wisconsin Com- 
mission. Miss MacDonald, who has had a 
large experience in library building, is a 
strong advocate of the English Gothic for a 
$10,000 library on the ground that it can be 
built for less money than the classic, which 
allows a balance adequate for an artis- 
tically finished and furnished interior. The 
majority of the Board, however, preferred 
the classic style, and the plans submitted 
by Architect A. H. Foss of Elbow Lake 
were accepted, which calls for a building 
based on the general lines of the library at 
Alexandria. The building is to be put up 
for $8,500, the rest to be spent on the in- 
terior. Contractor Olson of Willmar will 
commence the work at once. 


Hibbing. The _ citizens 








generally are 


pleased over the site chosen for the new | 
$25,000 Carnegie Library which is the best | 


the city could find. J. J. Wangenstein of 


Duluth is the architect and the plans call | 
for a handsome building of pressed brick | 
and stone with a marble stairway leading | 


to the first floor opening upon a lobby, on 
each side of which are large reading rooms. 
The contract was let to F. C. Nordlander of 
St. Paul for $20,948, exclusive of heating and 
plumbing. Excavation has begun. Mr. 
Nordlander is under contract to finish the 
building before February ist. 

A committee has been appointed from the 
library board to raise funds for books. 


Hutchinson. 
has been purchased by the library which 
entitles Hutchinson to membership in the 
Itinerary Picture League. The pictures are 


An historical set of pictures | 











Copley prints in brown and are as follows: 
St. Gauden’s Lincoln, Stuart’s Washington, 
French’s Minute Men, Shaw Memorial, 
Walker’s Pilgrims on the Mayflower and 
Blashfield’s Explorers and Discoverers. 


Jackson. Under the direction of Migs 
Clara F. Baldwin, Secretary of the Minne. 
sota State Library Commission, the public 
library has been classified and re-arranged 
according to subject. 


Litchfield. The library has joined the 
Itinerary Picture League by purchasing 
three of the McEwen Heroes,—Bellerophon, 
Achilles and Prometheus, the originals of 
which are in the Library of Congress. 


Little Falls. Much has been done to 
beautify the grounds through flowering and 
ornamental shrubs. 

A large number of new books was added 
in June, which necessitated additional shely- 
ing. 

Long Prairie. The enterprising County 
Superintendent, Miss Bertha Roddis, has se- 
cured for her teachers a state traveling 
library made up of 25 volumes of pedagogy 
and 25 volumes of fiction by American writ- 
ers. 


Luverne. The public library was closed 


for a week to permit the cork carpet to be 
properly cleaned and oiled. 


Madison. The library was closed for about 
six weeks on account of some necessary re- 

| pairs. 
Mankato. The card catalog under revi- 


sion is now brought up-to-date, and the Pub- 
lic Document Department and Local History 
Collection have been re-arranged and put in 
usable shape. 

A plate glass cabinet for exhibits has been 
placed in the delivery room and there have 
been displays of Alaskan basketry, Chinese 
embroideries, and geological specimens. 

In May, “bird-day” was abserved by an 
exhibit of mounted birds, bird books and 
bulletins. Prof. F. L. Holtz of the Normal, 
gave two stereopticon lectures. 

An exhibition of post cards illustrating life 
on our great ranches has called attention to 
books about the West and novels of a more 
serious nature. 

200 photographic views of America and 
European countries have been mounted for 
circulation. 
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Schuyler’s Late Afternoon, purchased two 
years ago, has been re-hung in the children’s 
room. The Bonsall Cats, a series of six 
colored prints, has been recently added to 
the same room, as well as Landseer’s Dig- 
nity and Impudence, Corot’s Springtime 
and Bougereau’s Innocence. These pictures 
and a display of new and attractive books 
was the setting for “Children’s Day,” Satur- 
day, Sept. 7, when children under twelve 
were entertained by Miss Rosamund van 
Buren, of New York City, who sang for them 
nature songs by great composers. 


Minneapolis. Improvements and additions 
amounting to $121,950 will be made through 
the year, which is $40,000 more than was 
used last year. The boilers have been con- 
demned and new ones are to be procured. 

A case of stuffed birds will be loaned to 
the library for a year by Miss Molly P. 
Smith. 

Among the new ideas brought back by 
Miss Countryman from Asheville, is that of 
collecting such municipal documents as will 
assist public officers in their work. 


Minneota. The council appropriated $100 
for the village library; and additional funds 
and books were received through a book 
shower. 


Montevideo. The library has been fortu- 
nate in the following gifts: An oak table 
from the Twentieth Century Club; an en- 
graving of the Coliseum at Rome from the 
Tuesday Study Club; a splendid deer’s head 
from Dr. G. D. Moyer—a trophy of one of 
his hunting trips; and reference books on 
music and musicians purchased from the 
proceeds of a concert given by Mr. Shard- 
low’s pupils in music. 


Moorhead. The librarian publishes book 
reviews each week of books owned by the 
library. These reviews are taken for the 
most part from The Bookman and the A. L. 
A. Book-list. 


Northfield. After nine years of faithful 
and efficient service Miss Edith M. Pye re- 
Signed her position as librarian and Miss 
Nellie Gregg was elected to succeed her. 

The present library accommodations are 
inadequate for the steadily growing patron- 
age and a committee has been appointed to 
consider the advisability of asking for a 
Carnegie gift. There is some feeling that 
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Northfield can raise the money at home 
looked into. The committee is Prof. George 
Huntington,, G. M. Phillips and Mayor D. J. 
however, and the matter will be carefully 
Ferguson. 


Owatonna. The death of Mr. L. L. Whee- 
lock, May 31st, was a loss not only to Owa- 
tonna but to the library work of all Minne- 
sota. He had been a member of the Owa- 
tonna library board since its first organiza- 
tion and served as president for a number 
of terms. It was his ambition to have the 
library accomplish the most possible in the 
uplifting of the community, and to this end 
all his influence tended. 


Park Rapids. The-.Sixth District Federa- 
tion of Women’s Clubs held at Park Rapids 
June 11-13, was well attended and the ses- 
sions were full of inspiration. The chief ad- 
dress was given by Ex-Governor Lind whose 
theme was Some successes and failures 
along the present trend of educational work. 
Mrs. Jacobson of the Commission spoke 
briefly of the favorable library conditions 
in the state. 

Mrs. Jacobson especially enjoyed meeting 
the members of the library board and Mrs. 
F. A, Fuller, the librarian. The library has 
the Dewey system in vogue and is conducted 
under modern library methods, has a large 
patronage, and is meeting the needs of the 
community. 


Pipestone. Mrs. S. E. Wharton, Minneso- 
ta Library Summer School, 1903, who has 
since been librarian at Pipestone, was elected 
librarian at Everett, Washington, where she 
went to join her husband. Mrs. M. I. Gilson 
has been elected to succeed her at Pipe- 
stone. 


Redwood Falls. During the vacation of 
the librarian, Miss Conner, Minnesota Li- 
brary Summer School, 1906, Miss Hunter 
acted as substitute. 


Red Wing. The Warner property adjoin- 
ing the library has been purchased for 
$3,500 which will give a library frontage of 
142 feet. The members of the Library 
Board gave $1,750 toward the purchase of 
the property and Red Wing’s public-spirited 
citizens will contribute the balance. 

The West End Reading Room closed for 
the summer, was a successful experiment 
with 35 borrowers, 500 books circulated, and 
2,200 readers. Mrs. Phillips had supervision 


of the room and Miss Steele the circulation 


of the books. 

Miss Arabel Martin, Minnesota Library 
Summer School, 1904, has been given a 
leave of absence to be spent at Pratt Li- 
brary School. Miss Katherine Steele, who 
has been an assistant in the library, was 
elected as substitute. 


Rochester. Miss Louise M. Fernald, 
Minnesota Library Summer School, 1905, 
Pratt, 1907, was elected to succeed Miss 
Margaret Palmer who resigned to accept the 
librarianship at Superior, Wisconsin, and 
entered upon her duties July 15th. 

Miss Nellie Stinchfield, who was re-elected 
at an increased salary as teacher of history 
in the High School, has resigned her posi- 
tion to enter the library as a volunteer as- 
sistant, preparatory to a year at an ac- 
credited library school and entrance to li- 
brarianship as a profession. 

In recognition of the efficient service of 
Miss Emerick, Assistant Librarian, during 
the two months Rochester was without a 
librarian following the resignation of Miss 
Palmer, the Board raised her salary for the 
coming year besides giving her $25 in ad- 
dition. 

St. Cloud. The Ladies’ Reading Room So- 
ciety has again added valuable pictures to 
the library collection: Gozzoli’s Procession 
of the Magi, and two scenes from the life 
of St. Augustine; Pinturicchio’s Betrothal of 
Frederick III; Van Eyck’s God the Father, 
the Virgin and St. John the Baptist; 
Giotto’s St. Francis preaching before the 
Pope Honorius II; Raphael’s Philosophy and 
Poetry; Filippino Lippi’s Virgin dictating to 
St. Bernard of Clairvaux, the “Missus Est’; 
Haig’s Exterior of Westminster Abbey; 
Gautier’s Charter Oak. 


St. James. Mr. J. W. Shanks has opened 
a station of the Traveling library in his drug 
store so that the citizens of St. James may 
become library patrons. Mr. Shanks served 
the Commission well as librarian of the 
Traveling library when he was located at 
Dodge Center. 


St. Paul. During July and August the cir- 
culating department was closed at one 
o’clock Saturday afternoons and the refer- 
ence department at eight o’clock. 

A new station has been established at 
Dayton’s Bluff and the one at the church, 
Mackubin and Ashland, was discontinued 





because there was no one to take charge 
of it. 


Sauk Center. The library board issued 
books to several well-known citizens with 
the request that reviews be submitted for 
publication. The result was some interest. 
ing reading. 


Spring Valley. It will be a source of re. 
gret to all her frineds that Miss Nellie y. 
Grant was obliged to resign the librarian. 
ship at Spring Valley because of her con- 
tinued ill health. 


Stewart. A branch of the Traveling libra- 
ry has been established in the store of Sen- 
ator C. R. Donaldson. E. N. Schmitz is 
secretary of the local association and O. E. 
Smith, librarian. 


Thief River Falls. The annual report of 
the library is most interesting, showing how 
much can be done with little. Only 7 books 
were bought during the year, 18 donated, 39 
state books received, 128 United States 
books, yet 387 readers are registered with 
a circulation of 7,025 books and 725 maga- 
zines. Five traveling libraries have been 
used with a circulation of 557 volumes. 
One-half the patrons are children. Fines 
have been collected to the amount of $50.60. 
Only one book and 2 magazines have been 
lost. The “five cent books” are very popu- 
lar and have paid for themselves. 





11th, was well attended, the patrons being 
received by the members of the board and 
their wives, the librarian, Miss M. E. Duna- 
gan, and the Secretary of the State Library 
Commission, Miss Baldwin. Addresses were 
made by Rev. Neff, Rev. Carswell, and Miss 
Baldwin, and several musical numbers were 
given. 

The library has 484 borrowers registered, 
1,100 volumes and a goodly supply of news- 
papers and magazines. The strike has 
caused hard times on the range and new 
books cannot be purchased at present. The 
summer statistics are very interesting, show- 
ing the steady use of the library, the circi- 
lation statistics having increased from 634 
to 990 and the reading-room from 369 to 491. 


| Virginia. The opening of the library, May 
| 


Walker. Sixty-four volumes of poetry 
have been added to the library. 

In July, 387 volumes had been borrowed 
by summer tourists. 
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Zumbrota. Just before going abroad, Miss 
Baldwin made a visit to Zumbrota to talk 
over With the Board the final details of the 
new library in process of building. Mr. 


Carnegie gave an additional $1,500 which 
will allow $6,500 for the library complete. 





The plans have been very carefully thought 
out and a model one room library will re- 
sult, thoroughly equipped for modern library 
work, finished both as to exterior and in- 
terior within the sum specified—a beautiful, 
harmonious whole. 





